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You may download this as a PDF

● Slides
– https://tinyurl.com/TDNgawnSL

● Updated abstract
– https://tinyurl.com/TDNgawnAB
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Aims

● Introduce the Ngawn language
● Demonstrate that Ngawn should be 

classifed as “Northern Kuki-Chin” and 
not “Central”

● Bonus – Tell you how to get a free 
Ethnologue subscription and why you 
should.
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Ngawn

● ŋɔ̂n (ISO-693: cnw)
● Northern Falam Township of Chin State, Myanmar
● No. of speakers 18,600 (Leclerc 2017d in Eberhard et.al. 

2020)
● Speakers are mostly bilingual in Ngawn and Falam (Laizo) 

(cfm)
– Some also speak Sizang (csy)
– Some also speak Tedim (ctd)
– Many fuent in Burmese

● Very little information is available about Ngawn
– Some Ngawn Facebook groups → “Ngawn Thuthang” (Ngawn History)
– OT & NT Christian Bible Translation in 2015 (with Myanmar Bible 

Society)



  

Map

Main Languages of Chin State, Published by Language and Social Development
Organization (LSDO), Yangon, Myanmar. Last updated 29 October 2019.



  

First Ngawn encounter

● Travelling down from Voklaak (Sizang 
Village)

● Valung (ဗါးလုံရာွ)
– Not listed in the English-language MIMU census 

of Falam Township
– Only on one Burmese

map
To Kalay

Zawngkong

Valung(?)

Tisen Zawlpi

Page 8 of
TspProfiles_GAD_Falam_2019_MMR.pdf



  

Map (with Valung)

Main Languages of Chin State, Published by Language and Social Development
Organization (LSDO), Yangon, Myanmar. Last updated 29 October 2019.



  

Data

● Chiang Mai, Thailand – 3 August 2016
● Male Ngawn speaker (30s) from Valung village

– Lived in Kalaymyo
– Now lives in Yangon
– Speaker of Ngawn, Falam, Tedim, Burmese and Mizo
– Works as a Christian Pastor

● 50 word list for Kuki-Chin tonal comparison (based of 
of VanBik 2009)

● SIL MSEAG 462 Wordlist
● Spontaneous elicitation of a “Chhura” story

– Speaker read the story in Mizo
– Retold a version in Ngawn



  

Problem



  

Why is it “Central”?

● The only classifcation of Ngawn to-
date is that of Fr. Andre Bareigts, as 
discussed in VanBik (2009:18–20).
– Division into “North” and “South” Chin
– Classifed Ngawn as “N. Central” along with 

Zahau, Lushai (Mizo), and Hakha
● It makes sense, because they live in 

the same area and (at least now) are 
bilingual in Falam, but not 
linguistically sound



  

What makes a language “Central Kuki 
Chin”?

● *r- retention
● Peterson (2017:196, emphasis mine)

 In essence, what on Kuki-Chin external grounds 
presumably was an original rhotic sound has been 
fully retained in Central languages and, based on 
available evidence, in Northwestern [Bareigt’s 
“Old Kuki”] languages.



  

Ngawn and “Shafer’s Law”

● Hill (2014:24) coined the term 
“Shafer’s Law” to refer to the sound 
change of *r → /g/
– This innovation takes place in Northern and 

Southern Kuki-Chin languages
(Peterson’s “Peripheral” – amalgamation of 
Northern and Southern)

– Except in two Northern languages
● Sizang (csy)
● Ngawn (csy)
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Methodology

● Took my Ngawn dataset (from 2016)
● Compared proto-phonemes 

realizations between
– Falam – Khar Thuan (2007)
– Sizang – Tyler Davis (unpublished)
– Tedim – Khoi Lam Thang (2001)



  

*r initial sample

No. gloss Ngawn Falam Siz Ted
355 to steal ŋu³⁴ fiɾ⁴⁴/ɾuu⁵² ŋu³⁴ 

ŋ- ɾ- ŋ- g-
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How does Ethnologue classify Sizang?



  

Ngawn *r examples



  

Peterson on *r → ŋ

Peterson (2017: 198)



  

*r → /l/

ɾ l gl



  

Final *-r



  

To reiterate and conclude

● Ngawn fts the defnition of a 
Northern/Peripheral language
(*r → /ŋ/)
– Falam: r- -r
– Sizang: ŋ- -k
– Ngawn: ŋ- -k
– Tedim: g- -k

● It should not be classifed as “Central” 
anywhere
– That classifcation was based upon geography
– Not upon sound innovations



  

Call to action!



  

Future Plans

● Write a phonological sketch
● Collect more etyma and write a full 

phonology
● Finish glossing and analyzing the 

“Chhura” text
● Make grammar sketch
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